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EMPLOYMENT  Assistant Professor, College of William & Mary (2011-present) 

• Director, Project on Environment, Food, and Conflict (ENFOCO) 
• Co-Director, GIS Center at Lake Victoria 
• Co-Director, Social Conflict in Africa Database (http://scaddata.org) 
 
Assistant Professor, University of North Texas (2008-2011) 

  
RESEARCH 
APPOINTMENTS 

Robert S. Strauss Center for International Security and Law, University of Texas at Austin 
(2009-present) 
 
Peter G. Peterson Institute for International Economics (2010-present) 

  
EDUCATION University of California, San Diego 

• PhD, Political Science, 2008 
• MA, Political Science, 2003 
 
Kalamazoo College 
• BA, 2000 

  
PEER-REVIEWED 
ARTICLES 

Forthcoming. “When is the Pen Truly Mighty? Regime Type and the Efficacy of Naming and 
Shaming in Curbing Human Rights Abuses.” British Journal of Political Science (with Wendy 
H. Wong). 
 
2012. “Social Conflict in Africa: A New Database.” International Interactions 38(4): 503-511 
(with Idean Salehyan, Jesse Hamner, Christina Case, Christopher Linebarger, Emily Stull, and 
Jennifer Williams). 
 
2012. “Climate Change, Rainfall, and Social Conflict in Africa.” Journal of Peace Research 
49(1): 35-50 (with Idean Salehyan). 
 
2011. “Civil Conflict and World Fisheries, 1952-2004.” Journal of Peace Research 48(4): 
481-495 (with Sarah M. Glaser). 
• Winner, Nils Petter Gleditsch Journal of Peace Research Article of the Year. 
 
2011. “Head for the Hills? Rough Terrain, State Capacity, and Civil War Onset.” Civil Wars 
13(4): 345-370. 
 
2011. “Civil War: Is it All About Disease and Xenophobia? A Comment on Letendre, Fincher 
& Thornhill.” Biological Reviews 87(1): 163-167 (with Kristian Skrede Gleditsch). 
 
2010. “Measuring State Capacity: Theoretical and Empirical Implications for the Study of 
Civil Conflict.” Journal of Peace Research 47(3): 273-285. 
 
2007. “Trends and Triggers: Climate, Climate Change, and Civil Conflict in Sub-Saharan 
Africa.” Political Geography 26(6): 695-715 (with Sarah M. Glaser). 

  
BOOK PROJECT Natural Resources and Development (with Marcus Noland, book under contract with the 
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Peterson Institute for International Economics). 
  
OTHER 
PUBLICATIONS 

2012. “Food Insecurity and Conflict Dynamics: Causal Linkages and Complex Feedbacks.” 
Background paper for the FAO-WFP High Level Expert Forum on Food Insecurity in 
Protracted Crises (with Henk-Jan Brinkman). 
 
2012. “Climate Shocks and Political Violence: Beyond Scarcity, Beyond Africa.” CCAPS 
Research Brief No. 3, Strauss Center for International Security and Law, UT Austin (with 
Idean Salehyan). 
 
2012. “A Population-Centric View of Social, Political, and Economic Indicators of a Fragile 
State.” In National Security Challenges: Insights from Social, Neurobiological, and 
Complexity Sciences, SMA White Paper, Department of Defense. 
 
2011. “Applying Hubbert Curves and Linearization to Rock Phosphate.” Peterson Institute for 
International Economics Working Paper 11-18. 
 
2011. “Markets vs. Malthus: Food Security and Global Economy.” Peterson Institute for 
International Economics Policy Brief 11-12. 
 
2011. “Food Insecurity and Violent Conflict: Causes, Consequences, and Addressing the 
Challenges.” World Food Programme Occasional Papers No. 24 (with Henk-Jan Brinkman). 
 
2011. “The Brewing Storm? Climate Change, Rainfall, and Social Conflict in Africa.” CCAPS 
Policy Brief No. 2, Strauss Center for International Security and Law, UT Austin (with Idean 
Salehyan). 
 
2010. “Science and the International Politics of Climate Change.” Whitehead Journal of 
Diplomacy and International Relations 11(2): 7-20 (with Idean Salehyan). 
 
2010. “Food Insecurity and Conflict: Applying the WDR Framework.” Background paper for 
the World Bank’s World Development Report 2011: Conflict, Security and Development (with 
Henk-Jan Brinkman). 
 

BOOK CHAPTER 2007. “Zimbabwe.” In Civil Wars of the World: Major Conflicts since World War II, Uk Heo 
and Karl DeRouen (eds.). Santa Barbara, CA: ABC‐CLIO (with Idean Salehyan). 

  
UNDER REVIEW Climate Shocks and Political Violence (with Idean Salehyan). 

 
Knowing Your Audience: How the Structure of International Relations and Organizational 
Choices Affect Amnesty International's Advocacy (with Wendy H. Wong). 
 
International Food Prices, Regime Type, and Protest in the Developing World (with Stephan 
Haggard). 

  
IN PROGRESS A House Divided: Threat Perception, Regime Factionalism and Repression in Africa (with 

Idean Salehyan). 
 
Democracy and Policy Responses to the 2007-08 Food Crisis in Developing Countries. 
 
Climate Change, Drought, and Conflict in Africa’s River Basins (with Colleen Devlin, 
W&M undergraduate). 
 
Complex Feedbacks Between Fisheries, Food Security, and Civil Conflict (with Sarah M. 
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Glaser). 
 
Weapon of the Weak? Assessing the Effects of State Capacity on Terrorism (with Joseph K. 
Young). 
 

GRANTS 2012-2014. National Science Foundation, “Conflict and Fisheries in the Lake Victoria Basin,” 
($229,881) (with Sarah M. Glaser and Les Kaufman). 
 
2009-2014. Department of Defense ‐ Minerva Research Initiative (MRI), “Program on 
Climate Change, State Stability, and Political Risk in Africa,” ($780,519) (with Idean 
Salehyan). 
 
2010-2011. University of North Texas, Research Opportunity Grant, “Repertoires of 
Advocacy: How Human Rights NGOs Curb Abuses” ($7,500). 
 
2008-2009. University of North Texas, Faculty Research Grant, “Climate Change and 
Conflict in Africa” ($5,000). 
 
2008. Global Ocean Ecosystem Dynamics (GLOBEC) Travel Grant ($3,034). 

  
DATA PROJECT The Social Conflict in Africa Database (http://scaddata.org) is a resource for conducting 

research and analysis on various forms of social and political unrest in Africa. It includes over 
7,900 social conflict events across Africa from 1990 to 2011, including riots, strikes, protests, 
coups, and communal violence. The data are fully geo-referenced and suitable for use with 
GIS applications and conducting geospatial analysis. Downloaded over 1,000 times by 
researchers in over 60 countries since March 2011. Co-created with Idean Salehyan. 

  
INVITED 
PRESENTATIONS 

Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars, Washington, DC (March 2012)  
 
RAND Corporation, Pentagon City, VA (2012)  
 
University of Essex, Colchester, UK (2011)  
 
Peterson Institute for International Economics, Washington, DC (2011)  
 
ETH Zurich (2010)  
 
University of Maryland, College Park, MD (2010)  
 
Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs, University of Texas-Austin, (2010) 
 
International Peace Research Institute, Oslo, (2009, 2004) 
 
Brookhaven College, Dallas, TX (2009) 
 
Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, MI (2005). 

  
CONFERENCE 
PRESENTATIONS 

2012. A House Divided: A House Divided: Threat Perception, Regime Factionalism and 
Repression in Africa. European Network for Conflict Research Workshop on Data on Non-
Violent Conflict, Uppsala, Sweden, October 12-13. 
 
2012. Climate Shocks, Food Prices, and Urban Unrest in Africa. Presented at the Minerva 
Initiative Annual Conference, Alexandria, Virginia, September 13-14. 
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2012. Complex Feedbacks Between Fisheries, Food Security, and Civil Conflict (with Sarah 
M. Glaser). Presented at the annual meeting of the American Fisheries Society, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, August 19-23. 
 
2012. Climate Shocks and Political Violence (with Idean Salehyan). Presented at the annual 
meeting of the International Studies Association, San Diego, California, April 1-4. 
 
2012. Strategic Naming and Shaming: The Effect of Linkages on Amnesty International’s 
Advocacy Campaigns. Presented at the annual meeting of the Political Economy of 
International Organizations Conference, Philadelphia, PA, January 27-28. 
 
2012. Climate Change and Conflict: Making the Connections. Roundtable presentation at the 
12th National Conference on Science, Policy, and the Environment, Washington, DC, January 
18. 
 
2011. Democracy and Policy Responses to the 2007-08 Food Price Crisis in Developing 
Countries. Presented at the annual meeting of the International Political Economy Society, 
Madison, WI, November 11. 
 
2011. Climate Shocks and Political Violence: Is Africa Unique (with Idean Salehyan)? 
Presented at the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, Seattle, WA, 
September 1-4. 
 
2011. Climate Shocks and Political Violence: Is Africa Unique (with Idean Salehyan)? 
Presented at the annual meeting of the International Studies Association, Montreal, Canada, 
March 16-19. 
 
2011. Climate Change, Rainfall Triggers, and Social Conflict in Africa (with Idean Salehyan). 
Presented at the annual meeting of the International Studies Association, Montreal, Canada, 
March 16-19. 
 
2011. When is the Pen Truly Mighty? Regime Type, Communication Style, and the Efficacy 
of INGO and Press Naming and Shaming in Curbing Human Rights Abuses (with Wendy 
Wong). Presented at the annual meeting of the International Studies Association, Montreal, 
Canada, March 16-19.  
 
2010. Rainfall, Environmental Shocks, and Social Conflict in Africa. Presented at the Climate 
Change and Security Workshop, ETH Zurich, Switzerland, December 4. 
 
2010. Following the Flag or Following the Money?  The Economic and Military Linkages 
Affecting Amnesty International’s Targeting of Advocacy Campaigns (with Wendy Wong). 
Presented at the International Political Economy Society Meeting, Cambridge, MA, 
November 12-13. 
 
2010. After the Rain: Rainfall Variability, Hydro-Meteorological Disasters, and Social 
Conflict in Africa (with Idean Salehyan). Presented at the Climate Change and Security 
Conference, Royal Norwegian Society of Science and Letters, Trondheim, Norway, June 21-
24. 
 
2010. Environmental Change, Resource Scarcity, and Instability: Insights from the Academic 
and Policy Communities (Roundtable Participant). Presented at the annual meeting of the 
International Studies Association, New Orleans, LA, February 17-20. 
 
2010. The Pen is Truly Mighty: Direct Communication, Amnesty International’s Urgent 
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Action Campaigns, and Human Rights Practices in Target States (with Wendy Wong). 
Presented at the annual meeting of the International Studies Association, New Orleans, LA, 
February 17-20. 
 
2009. Measuring State Capacity: Theoretical and Empirical Implications for the Study of Civil 
Conflict. Presented at the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, 
Toronto, Canada, September 3-6. 
 
2009. Grievance and Opportunity: Food Prices, Political Regime, and Protest (with Stephan 
Haggard and Beatriz Magaloni). Presented at the annual meeting of the International Studies 
Association, New York, NY, February 15-18. 
 
2009. Beating Fishhooks into Spears? Civil Conflict, Crowding-Out Effects and Marine 
Fisheries, 1951-2004 (with Sarah M. Glaser). Presented at the annual meeting of the 
International Studies Association, New York, NY, February 15-18, and the Texas 
International Relations Triangle Conference, Houston, TX, January 30. 
 
2008. Taxation in the Tropics: Geography and the Fiscal Contract. Presented at the annual 
meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston, MA, August 27-31. 
 
2008. Beating Fishhooks into Spears? Civil Conflict, Crowding-Out Effects and Marine 
Fisheries, 1950-2005 (with Sarah M. Glaser). Presented at the FAO/GLOBEC Coping with 
Change in Marine Socio-Ecological Systems Symposium, Rome, Italy, July 7-11. 
 
2008. Head for the Hills or This Hard Land? Geography, State Capacity, and Civil Conflict. 
Presented at the annual meeting of the International Studies Association, San Francisco, CA, 
March 22-25. 
 
2007. The Smoking Gun? Climate Change, Interannual Resource Variability and Conflict in 
Africa. Presented at the Zentrum für Marine Umweltwissenschaften (MARUM) Workshop on 
Response of North African Ecosystems to Abrupt Climate Change, Bremen, Germany, 
November 14-16. 
 
2006. Trends and Triggers: Climate, Climate Change and Civil Conflict in Sub-Saharan 
Africa (with Sarah M. Glaser). Presented at the annual meeting of the International Studies 
Association, San Diego, CA, March 22-25. 
 
2005. Trends and Triggers: Climate Change and Civil Conflict in Sub-Saharan Africa (with 
Sarah M. Glaser). Presented at the Human Security and Climate Change International 
Workshop, Oslo, Norway, June 21-23, 2005. 
 
2005. Are Beholden Despots Enlightened Despots? Uniting Fiscal and Democratic 
Perspectives on Public Goods Provision. Presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Political Science Association, Washington, DC, September 1-4. 
 
2003. Multipartism, Agenda Rules and Oversize Coalitions in the 58th Mexican Chamber of 
Deputies. Presented at the XXIV International Congress of the Latin American Studies 
Association, Dallas, Texas March 29, 2003. 

  
POLICY  BRIEFINGS 
& CONSULTING  

2012. Participant, High Level Expert Forum on Food Insecurity in Protracted Crises, Food 
And Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, May – October. 
 
2012. Consultant, Department of Defense White Volume on Populations in their 
Environments:  Factors impacting the Fragility of “Peace”, March – June. 
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2011. Technical advisor, Human Security Report Project. 
 
2011. Food Insecurity and Violent Conflict: Causes, Consequences, and Addressing the 
Challenges. Conflict Prevention and Peace Forum (CPPF) meeting on Food Insecurity and 
Violent Conflict, New York, October 3. 
 
2011. Environment and Security. The Next Generation of African Security Sector Leaders 
Workshop, Washington, DC, March 11. 
 
2010. Social Conflict in Africa: A New Dataset and Findings. Defense Science Board Task 
Force on Trends and Implications of Climate Change for National and International Security, 
Arlington, VA, June 14-15. 
 
2010. Climate Change and African Political Stability. US Army School of Advanced Military 
Studies, Fort Leavenworth, KA, May 18. 
 
2010. Climate Change and African Political Stability. Center for Strategic Leadership, US 
Army War College, Carlisle, PA, May 19. 
 
2010. Climate Change and African Political Stability. Institute for Defense Analyses, 
Alexandria, VA, May 20. 
 
2010. Climate Change and African Political Stability. Africa Center for Strategic Studies, 
National Defense University, Washington, DC, May 21. 

  
FELLOWSHIPS & 
AWARDS 

2011. Nils Petter Gleditsch Article of the Year Award, Journal of Peace Research. 
 
2010. Next Generation Fellow of the American Assembly, Columbia University. 
 
2009. Dissertation nominated for the Isard Award for the Best Dissertation in Peace Science 
 
2004-2005. UC Institute for Global Conflict and Cooperation Dissertation Fellow. 
 
2004. Research Fellowship, Centre for the Study of Civil War, International Peace Research 
Institute Oslo. 
 
2000-2003. Earl Warren Fellowship, University of California, San Diego 
 
2000. ΦBK. 
 
2000. E. Bruce Baxter Memorial Award for Outstanding Senior in Political Science. 

  
TEACHING 
EXPERIENCE 

2012. Introduction to International Politics (undergraduate, lower division) 
 
2011. Global Environmental Governance (undergraduate, upper division) 
 
2011. Introduction to Comparative Politics (undergraduate, lower division) 
 
2010. Political Economy of Development (graduate) 
 
2009. Political Economy (graduate) 
 
2008, 2010. Comparative Politics (undergraduate, upper division) 
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2008, 2009, 2010. International Political Economy (undergraduate, upper division) 
 
2008. Introduction to Comparative Politics (undergraduate, lower division) 
 
2007. Foundations of International Relations (undergraduate, lower division) 
 
2005, 2007. Insurgency and Terrorism (undergraduate, upper division) 

  
STUDENT 
MENTORING & 
SUPERVISION` 

Undergraduate Honors Theses/Independent Studies 
 
•Anna Swanson, “School Feeding Programs in Cape Town: A Key to Community 

Engagement and Sustainable Development?” (Honor’s thesis proposal, College of William 
& Mary), 2012. 

•Catherine Mahoney, “Food Security and Fisheries in the Great Lakes Region of Africa” 
(College of William & Mary, with Sarah M. Glaser), 2012. 

•Alyssa Luisi, “Assessing Community Resiliency and Capacity in Fishing Villages along Lake 
Victoria – A Geo-Spatial Approach”, 2012. 

•Colleen Devlin, “Water Scarcity and Interstate Conflict in African River Basins”, 2012. 
•Jennifer Williams, “External Financing and Extremist Group Viability: A Human Capital 

Perspective on Egypt's Al-Gama'a and Islamic Jihad,” (recipient, Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship, University of North Texas), 2009. 

 
Undergraduate Research Assistants 
 
• Alyssa Luisi, “Spatial Dimensions of Social Conflict in Africa” (undergraduate GIS 

technician, College of William & Mary). 
• Colleen Devlin, Sandhya Ramakrishnan, and Thomas Willing, “Social Conflict in Africa” 

(undergraduate coders on DoD-funded data collection project, College of William & Mary). 
• Jennifer Williams, “Social Conflict in Africa” (undergraduate coder on DoD-funded data 

collection project, University of North Texas). 
• Tiffany Randall, “Agricultural Protest in the European Union” (undergraduate coder for pilot 

project on agriculture-related protests in the European Union, University of North Texas). 
 
Graduate Theses 
 
PhD Committee: Joon-Han Yoon, Ecological Sustainability and Peace (defended 4/22/10). 
 
MA Committees: Thu Phan, “Do Public Health and Education Outcomes Vary Under 
Different Regime Types of Aid-Recipient Nations?” (defended August 2009, University of 
North Texas), Bradley Clark, “Discovery of Resources and Conflict in the Interstate System, 
1816-2001,” (defended October 2009, University of North Texas). 

  
PROFESSIONAL & 
DEPARTMENTAL 
SERVICE 

Manuscript Reviewer, American Journal of Political Science, Civil Wars, Climatic Change, 
Foreign Policy Analysis, Global Environmental Change, International Studies Quarterly, 
International Interactions, Journal of Conflict Resolution, Journal of Peace Research, Journal 
of Politics, Party Politics, Perspectives on Politics, Review of International Organizations, 
World Development, World Politics. 
 
Book Reviews: Journal of Peace Research: The New Wars, Herfried Munkler; Bare 
Branches: The Security Implications of Asia's Surplus Male Population, Valerie M. Hudson 
and Andrea M. den Boer; Young Soldiers: Why They Choose to Fight, Rachel Brett and Irma 
Specht. 
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Member, Environmental Science and Policy Program Executive Committee, College of 
William & Mary, 2012-2013. 
 
Member, Curriculum Development Committee, Department of Government, College of 
William & Mary, 2011-2012. 
 
Member, Department Executive Committee, Department of Political Science, University of 
North Texas, 2010-2011. 
 
Elections Officer, Department of Political Science, University of North Texas, 2008-2009. 

  
 
REFERENCES Kristian Gleditsch 

Department of Government 
University of Essex 
+44 (0)1206 87 25 17 
ksg@essex.ac.uk 

Stephan Haggard 
Lawrence and Sallye Krause Professor 
University of California, San Diego 
(858) 534-5781 
shaggard@ucsd.edu 

   
 T. David Mason 

Johnie Christian Family Peace Professor 
Department of Political Science 
University of North Texas 
(940) 565-2386 
masontd@unt.edu 

Michael Tierney 
Director, Institute for Theory and Practice of 
International Relations 
College of William & Mary 
(757) 221-3039 
mjtier@wm.edu 

   
 Marcus Noland 

Deputy Director  
Peterson Institute for International Economics 
(202) 328-9000 
mnoland@piie.com 

Henk-Jan Brinkman 
Chief of Policy, Planning and Application 
Peacebuilding Support Office  
United Nations 
(212) 963-0936 
brinkman@un.org 

   
   
 


